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A former Investment Manager who changed career to  
become a financial adviser, by joining the St. James’s Place 
Financial Adviser Academy in 2017. Lucia has never looked 
back. Four years on and she is running her own successful 
financial advice business and is an advocate for women in  
the Financial Services profession. 

LUCIA’S JOURNEY WITH  
THE ST. JAMES’S PLACE  
FINANCIAL ADVISER ACADEMY
I have always had a varied career which has involved  
a vast range of roles over the years, often incorporating  
a lot of traveling and relocating. This suited me well as  
I have always been a curious person and believe that  
career and job opportunities find me.

I am also a mother of three children and was used to juggling 
corporate work life and family life when my circumstances 
changed unexpectedly and I became a single mother. It quickly 
became apparent that my work-life balance would need to 
change so I had to find a position allowing me more flexibility 
as my children really needed me during that time.

How did you first hear about the Academy?
By chance, a former colleague of mine who had attended an 
SJP event, mentioned it may be good for me to look into giving 
financial advice. Initially I was surprised by this suggestion but 
after exploring further, I realised a lot of the required skills were 
extremely transferable. Soon after, I discovered the Academy’s 
career change programme and started training to be a 
Financial Adviser in 2017. 

What was the Academy like when you first joined?
I found the adjustment into the Academy a very rewarding 
challenge; it has always been extremely important to me to 
exercise not only the body but the mind, and I believe this 

attitude helped me stay motivated while preparing for my 
exams and during the entire process of becoming a qualified 
Adviser. It is of course a very intense programme but I have 
found it so rewarding to achieve so much in such a short  
period of time. The Academy is very well organised and gave 
me all the tools I needed to successfully establish and run my 
own financial advice Practice.

I never underestimated the commitment needed to become a 
successful business woman. The intensity of the studying and 
training was all worth it and made easier thanks to the constant 
support the Academy provided me.

What has been your biggest achievement since joining SJP?
For a long time, I had always carried a strong desire, to 
positively impact people’s lives and the wider community. 
I am now able to do just that through sharing my financial 
expertise with local communities, providing financial education 
to schools and organisations, as well as partnering with and 
supporting local charities. Conquering my fears about running 
my own business has given me a new sense of confidence and 
I’m so proud of my achievements.

What has been your highest point throughout your  
Academy journey?
Transferring my challenging life events and experiences 
into learning paths to share and showcase with other 
people (especially women) and help them achieve better life 
outcomes. The important lesson I’d learned the hard way 
was that financial planning is essential to your peace of mind, 
as circumstances can change quickly and you need to be 
prepared to avoid being caught by surprise.

As a woman transitioning to becoming a financial adviser  
and running my own business, joining the Academy was 
definitely the best decision I’ve ever made!

For further information about the St. James’s Place 
Academy, please visit www.sjp.co.uk/academy
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